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Statement in Support of U.S. Railroad Workers on the Precipice of Their Historic Strike

Labor Network for Sustainability (LNS) stands firmly in solidarity with railroad workers
in this historic moment. Our railways are the veins of our nation, and these workers ensure our
healthy circulation, getting our people and our goods wherever they are needed. Every person in

this country fundamentally relies on the hard work and immense expertise of rail workers.

They worked on the frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic to keep the country alive,
without a contract, and they have been thanked by private railroad corporations with sweeping
layoffs, a refusal to pay just wages and benefits, and utterly inhumane working conditions. Let us
not mince words - being forced to work alone, in dangerous conditions, sometimes for up to 80
hours a week is fundamentally inhumane. These workers, too long pitted against one another by
the bosses, by CEOs who seek to divide and conquer the working class of the nation, now stand

united as one against this unacceptable status quo.

Rail transportation and rail labor are also vital to the health of our entire planet. They are
a crucial piece of solving the climate crisis, and they must be respected as a core part of the
solution to many of our systemic problems. Respect for rail transportation and rail workers
means expanding the workforce so that workers can have decent schedules, ensuring robust
compensation, and ensuring their safety - putting our railroads front and center in the fight for

good union jobs and a livable planet.

The bosses will not act unless they are forced to by a unified working class. Our railroad
workers, united, spurred on by their own righteous history of labor militancy, are prepared now
to use their collective power. LNS stands ready to support our brothers and sisters on the railroad

and their fight for justice on the job and for all our communities.

Jim Abernathy
Interim Executive Director

LNS was founded to press for bold action on the climate crisis in ways that deal justly with labor concerns
without sacrificing what science is telling us is necessary, and what’s needed to address income
inequality and worker power. LNS’s mission is to build a powerful labor-climate movement to secure an
ecologically sustainable and economically just future where everyone can make a living on a living
planet.



